


Plastic from plastic bags Is with us for
a long, long time.
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banana peels take several days. But when scientists test generic plastic bags,

nothing happens there's no CO2 production and no decomposition. Why?

The most common type of plastic shopping bage kind you get at supermarkats

is made of polyethylene, ama¥il RS LJ32f @ YSNJ GKIF G YAONR2N.
Slate , June 27, 2007



Unfortunately, plastic stays with turtles tc

|




_ Surfrider
Rise Above Plastics Campaign Foundation.




The bags get caught inside
and sometimes are pooped out

turtle.org



Another turtle pooping plastic

Randall Arauz, www.seaturtle.org



Other animals also eat plastic bag

A Minke Whale washed up dead on the Normandy coast. Cause of death? -
The animals' stomach was full of plastic bags, and throwaway plastic
packaging. Daily Mail 27 February 2008



Why and how does this happen?



Bags and other disposable ONE US
plastic products are lightweight

Myrtle Edwards Park
June 2009

They AbIOw outxof traSh' Bins



They blow In our roads




They even blow out of our landfills
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A "bag fence" at a landfill northern NY

Photo submitted by Amanda L.
http://www.reusablebags.com/galleryPics.php?id=79



And they get Into our waterways
and slither out Into the ocean
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Instead, they break down into
smaller and smaller bits

Algallta Marlne Research Foundatlon
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And end up in the
wo r | aceas
accumulating In
the gyres!

Kilometor




And our plastic production just
goes up and up
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Gumming up recycling machines

~ | of wor
goes toward taking
plastic bags out of the
sort line and the
machinery at Portland

SO I'tl n g faC| I |ty Think plastic bags are a hassle? Ask a recycler
Ubiquitous trash downgrades materials and clogs

machinery BY KATE GAWF Pamplin Media Group,
Aug 14, 2007
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